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After much debate, legislation received from a 
task force empowered by the previous day’s 
Committee of the Whole was approved by the 
members of the Pacific Northwest Annual 
Conference during its 143rd session at the Showplex 
Center on the Washington State Fairgrounds in 
Puyallup. 

The “Action of Non-Conformity with the 
General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church” was affirmed with a vote of 315 in favor, 
74 against, and 6 abstentions. It was modeled after 
similar actions of nonconformity previously taken in 
the New England, Desert Southwest, and California-
Pacific Annual Conferences. 

“Trusting in the Author of Life who 
makes no mistakes when creating her 
children, inspired by the nonconforming 
Christ who taught us to defy oppression in 
all its forms, and led by the Holy Spirit who 
continually liberates us from our addiction 
to law and into a life of grace, The Pacific 
Northwest Annual Conference as a body 
affirms our commitment to be a radically 
hospitable church. 

With a deep appreciation of our common 
ministry, a desire to practice Biblical 
obedience, united in God’s love for one 
another, and a commitment to allowing for 
our many understandings of following 
Christ, we the People of the Pacific 
Northwest move together. 

The PNWAC will not conform or 
comply with provisions of the Discipline 
which discriminate against LGBTQIA+* 
persons, including marriage (161.B), the 
incompatibility clause (161.F), ordination 
and appointments (304.3), homosexual 
unions (341.6), AC funding ban (613.19), 
GCFA funding ban (806.9), chargeable 
offenses pertaining to being “a self avowed 
practicing homosexual” or to officiating at 
weddings for couples regardless of the sex 
of the partners (2702.1b,d). 

The PNWAC and its members will not 
participate in or conduct judicial procedures 
related to the Discipline’s prohibitions 
against LGBTQIA+* persons. 

The PNWAC will realign its funding to 
reflect these commitments, using no reserve 
funds to pay for judicial procedures related 
to the Discipline’s prohibitions against 
LGBTQIA+ persons, and instead asking the 
Connectional Table to lead and fund efforts 
in cultural competency, anti-racism, anti-
sexism, anti-ageism, anti-homophobia, and 
anti-oppression training at the conference 
and district levels, as well as for advocacy 
and implementation efforts related to the 
same. 

*LGBTQIA+ is an acronym names the 
identities including Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Queer, Questioning, Intersex, 
Asexual, and the many other forms of 
identity related to gender and sexuality.” 

PASSED: Action of Non-Conformity 
with the General Conference of The United Methodist Church 



Relay for Life a Success 

North Mason UMC was well represented at the North Mason Relay for Life, 

June 9th and 10th. Not only did we excel at fund raising, but a good number 

of our people came out to walk in support of those we honor and memorialize 

in the battle with cancer. Financially, we raised $455 at the Hot Dog Cookout, 

$283 at the Rummage Sale, and $793 in personal donations… for a grand 

total of $1,531. It rained, but in spite of that the United Methodist spirit was 

there. A special thanks to our committee consisting of the Snows, Rachel Bearce, Julie Carter, and 

the Meachams. Thank you all so much for supporting this charity. 

~ Linda Williams, Team Leader 

How can we help?….feed the children 

The Summer Vacation Lunch Box program provided by the North Mason 
Coalition of Churches and Community (CCC) has begun! They're being 
prepared for the 128 school age kids and their 29 younger brothers and sisters. 
The food is designed to replace the meals these kids get during the school year 
from the schools’ programs. 

The “CCC” is run by a group of volunteers. They meet at the Lutheran Church 
on North Shore, Mondays starting at 9am, packing boxes, making plans, and 
discussing future needs and endeavors. Tuesdays the volunteers deliver the cartons to the many children who 
would otherwise go without. They deliver them! How giving of these wonderful people with their dedication 
towards the children and generosity of time! Do you have some time to give? Please contact Lynn Coffman at 
(360) 275-7131 or Mona Haugen at (360) 275-6217 and discuss how you can volunteer! 

How can we help? Canned Chili (the kids especially like Nalley’s), Turkey Chili, canned fruit and vegetables 
(individually packaged if possible, but any helps), canned chicken, spam, fresh fruit and vegetables (they will 
happily accept fresh fruit and vegetables from your garden), and financial support. They do accept monetary 
contributions and then they watch for the best prices to purchase food with it. Please join myself and many 
others of our congregation in ensuring the children in need are fed. 

I will be gathering our gifts for the kids more often, as the need is great during the summer, and this will be the 
direction all our food donations will be going for the next few months. If you bring fresh fruit and/or 
vegetables, please let me know so I can make an extra effort to deliver them ASAP! Last year my friend had 
too many pears on her tree and we gathered them in boxes and delivered them to the CCC. My friend was very 
pleased that they did not go to waste and I was told the kids loved them. 

Thank you for any and all of your help! 

~Denise 

In Memory of Piper Lowery 
A local woman, Pegy Lowery, who lost her 13 year old daughter 
Piper Lowery to the flu, is running a campaign of collecting hats 
for newborns. She is doing this in order to bring awareness to the 
dangers of flu and the availability of the flu vaccine. Do you knit 
or crochet? If you can, please make a hat, or two or even three! for 
a newborn and take it to Rite Aid here in Belfair. There is a box as 
you walk in, where you can deposit your gift. Let's support this 
woman and show our love as she remembers her daughter. 

Thank you. 



Free Community Lunch 
 

The next Wednesday Free Community Lunch that will be hosted by NMUMC is on July 20th, 
from noon-1pm at the Belfair Community Baptist Church. If you would like to help in this 
community outreach program, call or talk to Judy Honsowetz or Lynn Coffman. 

Children’s Time 
 

Children’s Time is provided during worship for elementary school age children, after which 
childcare is available for all ages. 

Box Tops for Education! 
 

Barb Goodell’s school (Grapeview Elementary) has a friendly competition every 
year to see which class can collect the most “Box Tops.”  If anyone would like to 
save these for Barb, she would love to have them! Please see Barb for more details. 

Education Hour for Adults 
 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is Faithlink, a 
discussion on the intersections of 
faith and current events. 

“The Word” 
 

Do you have a different version of the bible than I do? Do you want to study 
and explore the upcoming scripture being read on Sunday? Do you like to be in 
friendly discussions as to the possible meaning of the scripture? Come join us! 
We are “The Word” group. We meet on Wednesdays at 6pm until around 7 to 

7:30pm in the church library. We are having lots of fun and discussion on what the pastor wants us to read! 
Yes, we try to stay ahead of him! Come join us! All are welcome! 

First Sunday Breakfast, July 3rd, 8:30am at NMUMC 
 

Come join us for breakfast and help make breakfast burritos to share with the hungry of 
our community.          ~ Donations are always welcome ~ 

NMUMC is sponsoring a collection of cell phones to provide deployed 
and returning troops cost-free methods to communicate with  families 
while serving in the United States military. Donate cell phones (with 
their chargers) and place in the  designated box. 

This summer, Love Letters will be 
meeting on the following Mondays 
from 2pm to 5pm-ish: 

 July 18th 
 August 1st and 15th 

Hope to see you there! 

Women’s Bible Study! 
 

The Women’s Bible Study now meets every other Wednesday, 11:30am, at Robbi Huff’s 
house, 30 East Cardinal Court (just off Hwy. 302, Victor cut-off, in Belwood). 
In July we are meeting on the 13th and the 27th. 
 

Contact Nancy Polen at: 360-440-4459 or npolen@yahoo.com for more information 

Summer  Carnival! 
Hosted by North Mason United Methodist Women 
Saturday, August 6th, 12pm-4pm 

Face Painting, Dunk Tank, Art Table, and MORE! 
Donations Appreciated 

All proceeds will be donated to local children’s charities. 



Our Presence 

June 5 - 74 

June 12 - 55 

June 19 - 52 

June 26 - 36 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 

Prayers for Healing and Medical Concerns 
 Frank Roper 
 Darlene Florian 
 Phyllis Merhaut 
 Karen Everett, Miriam Wyble’s sister 
 Nancy Polen 
 Michael Kann, Bobby Stratton’s brother-in-

law 
 Jennifer O’Keefe 
 Mike Williams, Gene & Linda Williams’ son 
 Juanita High 
 Laura Lee, Gerry Wasner’s youngest 

daughter 
 Rebecca Merhaut, Phyllis Merhaut’s 

daughter-in-law 
 Leon Hart 
 Janell, Phyllis Merhaut’s sister 
 
Prayers for Peace, Strength, & 
Encouragement 
 Members of the Richerzhagen family, 

friends of Linda Humphrey 
 Rachel Bearce 
 Rob Eier, Wendell Fleener’s grandson 
 DeLaine O’Leary, Patty Funk’s cousin 
 Mary Miller, sister of Mike Wingren 

 
Our brothers and sisters around the globe 

mired in war and political violence 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 

Happy Summer everyone! It is hard to believe 
we are halfway through 2016 already. The 
Finance Committee did not meet in June, but will 
meet on July 21st to review our May and June 
financial activity. A summary of our finances 
through June 30, 2016 will be presented in next 
month’s newsletter. 

As a reminder, in July the Finance Committee 
will be sending out your 2016 giving reports for 
the six month period from January through June, 
2016. Please review these reports and if you 
have any questions or concerns, please contact 
Denise Snow, your Finance Secretary, at (360) 
275-5474. 

Blessings From Your Finance Committee 

Our Service 

Thank you to everyone who made the Relay 
for Life events successful and for the generous 
contributions from our congregation made to 
Relay for Life on behalf of North Mason United 
Methodist Church. 

July Birthdays 
 8th Jacob Hamilton 

 17th Leon Hart 

 21st Jean Bonzer 

 27th John Wiechert 

  Linda Humphrey 

 29th Betty Helm 

 31st Houston Hamilton 

  Hunter Hamilton 

  Jason Barth 

July Anniversaries 
 6th Ken & Debbie Boad 

 11th Tom & Sue Miller 

 27th Larry & Jean Bonzer 

 27th Hugh & Joanna Ewart 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
7pm NA 

2 
 

3 
8:30am 1st 
Sunday Breakfast 
 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
w/Communion 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

5 
7pm NA 

6 
6pm 
“The Word” 

7 
6pm ACA 

8 
7pm NA 

9 
 

10 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 

 

11 
12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 

12 
6:30pm UMW 
Meeting 
 

7pm NA 

13 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

14 
6pm ACA 

15 
7pm NA 

16 

17 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

18 

12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 
 

2pm Love 
Letters 

19 
7pm NA 

20 
6pm 
“The Word” 
 

12pm Free 
Lunch @ BCC 
hosted by 
NMUMC  

21 
2pm FIA BOD 
 

5pm Trustees, 
Finance, & SPR 
 

6pm ACA 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council 

22 
7pm NA

23

24 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 

31 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

25 
12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 

26 
5:30pm 
NMR BOD 
 

7pm NA 

27 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

28 
6pm ACA 

29 
7pm NA

30 



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect 

us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us  

in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in San Diego, CA 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson at Quantico 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed In Afganistan 

 

July 2016 

Newsletter 
NMUMC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


